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¢ The Ring or the Mans

By F. H. LANCASTER.
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The trouble all began in Gus Molden
doing the unexpected thing. Every-
body predicted, and with reason, that
it Molly Cartwell got engaged before
the season was over it would be to
young - Maxwell Barton, the broad-
shouldered newspaper man from Mis-
sissippi. And up to that momentous
afternoon it is fair to say that Molly
and Max shared the common convic-
tion. They were great friends. Every-
body also sald that it would be an ex-
cellent match. “*For Molly,” some of
the women added. But that was only a
spurt of feminine meannesa over which
the men shrugged their shoulders.
They knew the state of Max's finances.

And now Molly had sen: down word
that she was sorry, but that she would
mot be able to go boating thls aflter-
noon, and Max had swung off to the
wharf, covering his dlsappoiniment
with one of Rightor's songs:
“Oh, my Mexican Juanita,

In the moonlight I will meet her,
*Way down upon the silver
Grande.™

Molly heard, and the hand that held
the beautiful ring twitched nervously.

“What a voice he had! And every-
thing about him is as big as his volee,”
she added regretfully. “1 wonder i he
would care, much. [ would hate to
hurt him. He is such a happy hearted
fellow in spite of his bad luck.” Her
eyes went back to the ring.

For this was the unexpected thing
Gue Holden had done He had written
Miss Molly Cartwell a business-like
offer of marriage and backed up his
offer with a perfect love of a diamond.
“If I see the ring on your hand to-
night, 1 shall understand that you
have declded to make me one of the
happlest of men.” had been the formal
ending of that formal letter.

“l suppose | will have to get mar-
rled some day,” she refiected. But of
a truth, this was not exmctly the way
she hud intended to be made love to
by the man she would eventually mar-
ry¥. Heaven knows what she had In-
tended should happen. Moest girls
crave a romantic love affair, and there
was no romunce about this straight-
cut and thrust letter;
ring.

Oh, that ring! What a bLeauty it
weas. How the other giris would go on
over it.

Everybody knew Gus Holden had
more money than he could spend.
That was al! they did know about him.

The Idea of marrying 2 man she had
not met a dozen times! Why under
the sun had he taken it into his head
to be in such a hurry!

“The happlest of men.” How ecold
1t looked on paper. No doubt he had
written it because he considered it the
correct thing, like the “Yours truly™
at the bottom of a business letter.

For a mimite she gave place to pet-
tishness and wished with all her heart
that Gus Holdea had kept his old let-
ter and his old ring to himsell, and
that she was out on the water having a
good time with Max. Dear old Max,
with his huge head and deep volce,
and, best of all, honest, happy heart.

All very charming sattributes, no
doubt, but yet not much In the way of
assets when looked at from the dollars
and cents point of view,

“And I'll bave to et married some
day. Grauclous knows [ don't want to
be an old maid.,” She plcked up the
ring and looked at it lovingly.

“You are a beauty, aren’t you? Why.
Max would have to sell everything he
owns, down to his golf clubs, before he
could give a girl such a thing as this.
But, then, Max is & man, and he does
work hard. My goodness how gzlori-
ously he could make love to a girl, if
only he could afford it.”" And Molly
pushed aside the ring and dropped her
face into her hands, that she might the
better recall a certain delicious after-
noon she and Max had spent together
tramping over the hills with their
kodaks The huskiness that had come
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*Oh, bother, I'd rather walt for Max
a lifetime than marry anybody
else. I shall learn telegraphy or some-
t.hln;ndtm bachelor girl. 1'll write
to Gus Holden and tell him so. And
I'll send ——" The exquisitely cut
stome flashed up at her from its purple
cushion. Molly just had to stop and

nothing but the |

!

| to his getting what he expects, but

actly! Why, bhow did_ he know what
gize to geg? Iaym he does’care, In
his way, and of course he couldn’t—be'
ke Max. But, then, I really donm‘t|
know that Max cares or that 1 would
care If he did care. [ suppose 1 cm:ld]
learn to love Mr. Holden If | had to.|
After all youth and love are very fine'
in blank verse, but you can't make a
ltving at them. The best thing ycml
can do, Molly Cartwell, I1s to take the!
gifts the gods provide you and say
“‘Thank yon." He doesn't ask you te
say that you love him, only to wear the
ring. And egracious knows that will
be eusy enough to do. Especially when |
those girls from the other club are to
take supper here to-night.”” She turned
the ring slowly and a blaze of light
leaped out from every apex.

“My goodness, how [ would hate to
see yon flashing on another girl’s fin-
ger. And that's what would happen,
you know. Gus Holden isn't the man
to dally over a thing. 1f you don’t
wenr it some other girl will, and pret-
ty quick, too.”” Zhe gazed at the flash-
ing stone wistfully. It was very beau-
tiful, yet not so heautiful as the light
in Max's eyes had been when he told
ber buskily that she bhad made him
happy.

“Well, i wans decided at last.” The
diamond in her lap winked up at her

It was not a precise middle-aged man.
knowingly. Presently Mr. Holden
woild come in with his eyveglasses. She
wondered a Lrifle drearily what kind of
a flgeure he would cut as one of the
happiest of men. Bu%ahe knew she
would be giad when he did come and 1t
was all over.

There was a step outside and Molly
felt that she was quite equal to the oz-
caslon. It was not a precise middle-
aged man, however, that came through
the open window., Nothing but a bass
voice trolling out a vaudeville song:
“Oh my Mexican Juanita,

In the moonlight 1 will meet her,
Way down upon the silver
Grande.™

“Max, my splendid Max. No, 'm—"
Molly c¢lenched the ring in her palm
and started upstalrs on a run.

“Why, Molly!™

“Beg pardon, Max. 1 was in a hur-
Ty I didn’t see—""

“All right, but see here. T['ve been
made editor and I'm going to gef
married.”

“Who to?"

“Why, to you.”

“Oh, Max. 1'm so glad!™

“Are you, dear? [ know I am.”™

“Max, you silly. 1 didn’t mean that.
Of course, 1 am giad, too. But what
meant was——Ilet me go just a mEinulw
1 want to get rid of this miserable
thing.™
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Wasps VWeorse than Hullets,

Richard Harding Davis relates this
Incident, which happened while he was
acting as correspondent during the
English-Boer war.

A regiment of Scottish Highlanders,
notad for their bravery in action, dur-
ing the heat of the bhattle were sudden-
Iy seem to break ranks and run in all
directions. The officers as well shared
in the stampede, and apparently made
no attempts to urge the men under
them into line. Their behavior was a
surprise to everyvbody on the field and
after the battle was over the colonel of
the regiment was summoned = before
Gen. Roberts.

“What the devil was the matter with
vour regiment?" asked “Bobs"

“Weill,” replied the colonel, there is
not a man in the regiment afraild of a
Dutchman’s bullet, but we were steer-
ed Into a feld lterally infested with
wasps’ nests, snd you know, general,
we ware all in kilts and with bare
legs."™

Curions Misandemtandings.

One of the strange traits of little
children is th®r utter misunderstand-
ing of many simple things, and the en-
durance of this misunderstanding with
them through rears and years. Thas,
there is a lawyer of Philadeiphia who
thought, until he was twenly or twen-
ty-one years ald, that there was suach
a word as “pard-narsens” in the lang-
uage. His father, a religious man,
had said grace always at the table,
and the boy had heard, Incuriously,
three times a day, “pard-narsens™ in
the grace, without comprehending in
the least that “pardom OGur sins™ were
the words his father actually had
spoken. !

Much of man's unbappiness is due
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The kindly disposed highwayman,

who “relleves™ people of their money.
iz operating in Topeka.

A Coffeyville woman represents,

among other allegations in her peti-

tion for a divorce. that she was not le-

gally married. Thus is the legal prob-}|,

lem rajsedl, can & marriage bs an-
nulled which never bappened?

A devout pastor in Kirwin was deep-
|1y grieveid becaunse some in the con-
gregation spickered when he an-
nounced the hymn. “And Still There's
More to Folow.,” after administering
the ordinance of infant baptism upon
a large class.

A new graft in Northern Kansas:
Men call on the afrmer and offer $56
for the privileze of hunting on his
farm, and asks for a receipt for the
$5. which afterwards turns up at the
bank in the form of an iron-clad prom-
issory for $5040.

Last summer Topeka hed mno.ice
competition: this year there will be six
companies in the field.

If Kansas ever does unndertake the
culture of sugar beets extensively the
world may look for Kansas to beet the
baund.

Fate was simply unable to withstand
the temptation when Miss Opal, a
young woman in Smith county, tried
to encourage a eluctant firg with kero-
gene.

The Concordia Empire insists it is
unfair that the man who shoveled the
snow from the walks, abutting his
property, and the man who negiected
to do so should meet on an equal {foot-
inge.

George Chenteau, mail carrier, liv-
ing at 316 South Emporia avenue,
Wichita, shot his stepson, Albert Cor-
bett, last week because, he sald, he
discovered that the latter had made
an assault on Chouteau’s 12-year-old
daughter. He shot at the young man,
wounding him in the band. Both men
were arrested and taken to the cily
Jjail. but Choutean was later released,
cwing to the serious illness of Mrs.
Chouteau.

J. A. Briggs, a well-to-do and highly
respected farmer, living three miles
rorthwest of Columbus, was either
accidently killed by the discharge of
a shotgun or eotnamitted suicide. last
week. He was in the barn and had
cither taken the gun with him expect-
ing to go hunting or with suicidal in-
tent. The upper half of hizs head was
Ihown off. He was prosperous and it
seems no reason exists for suicide.

A piece of Battenberg lace is on dis-
play Jjn Salina, made by a l6-year-old
town boy, His parents should exercise
great dillzence not to let any of the
other boys zet 8t him

The editor of the Mankato Advo-
cate says ne is willing to bet his last

pair of suspenders on a good corn crof |

this year.
€xXpects 1o
lLiovw,

The DNobbs-New case from Green-
woodl county has reached the United
States Supreme couni. The Dobbs-New
case is the succesor and heir ol the
hillmon case,

The meanest man in Kansas has
been located In Sumner county.
keld up and robbed a man both of
whose arms had bhesn amputated.

A “refined young lady worth 3$20.-
000" who lives in Toronto, Canada, is
advertising in the Leavenworth papers
in the hope of finding some one who
will love her.

A man in Fort Scott picked up a
half of a $5 bill which had been torm
n two. It is surmised that somebody
lias been on a tear.

The magazine writer, who located
a mountain range fifty miles south of
Topeka, must have had a very exag-
gerated idea of the Flint Hills.

Captain G. M. Lee of Arkansas City,
died at his residence 709 North Ninth
street, last week, aged 67 years.

Grant Hornaday of Fort Scott. who
owns a national bank, the street rail-
way, a newspaper and nearly every-
thing else not on the caletaolnhrdl
thing else not possessed by the Good-
landers, beéegan work sixteen years rRge
as a collector for the bank of which
he is now president, and his salary
was $15 a month.

An Tola manp recently devoured seven.
duzen eges at a single sitting. thus
making the extravagance of e, $2-a- | have
plate banquet look positive economy. 2

John T. Stewart of Wellington owns
576 quarter sections of land. It figures
us to 144 square miles, or mearly 100.-

If there = no corn crop he

lose the

000 acres—a-pretiy good farm—in the |

richest portion of Kansas.

A littie tot in Leuvenworth described
r skeleton ns “a man who has his in-
gides outside, and his outsides off.””

Kansas iz familiar with the specieg
lobo and hohol but the “Zoho band.”
which has been organized in Salem-
burg, is something new.

In Onaga, efforts to pin a dokey’'s
tail at the right spot on the-walk while
bLlindfolded 1§ régarded as the height
of social gayetly.
< There is a guill club among those
inclined towsrd literture at the: Uni-
versity of Kansas, and a few of the
Quiilers are realy foxy.

Eddie Harkness of Chanute, who
“stepped in frant of a Giracd ;:t;nck
passenger,’ _[h lnfﬂag lmplul;

Specimen of & Giant Turtle.

- LAWRENCE.—(Special.) The speci-
men of a gigantic turtle was recently

jected by Charles Sternberg In

eztern Kansas and sent to the Uni-
versity. It has jusl been. mounted.|
and placed iu the musenm. In life
the turtle measured ten feet across its
shell. Its nind legs was four feet
long and its forelegs six feet. It is

the mosi complete specimen of its

kind in any museum.

suspenders any-|
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CAPSICUM VASELINE

(PUT UF IN COLLAPAIBLE TUAES )

A mhsmum for mnd superior 1o mustard or
say other plhwr and wiil oot biister the
The pain-allaying and

onmlve 1unliue- of this nrticie are wopder.
o 1l stop the toothache at once, and
Nlme headache and scintica. We recom-
mend It as the best and safest external
counter- Irnuut known, also as nn external
meﬂf pains in the chest and, stomuch
and all rheamatic, neruralgic aod gouty com-
}:Iunr.:. A trial will prove what we elain
or it, and it will be found 1o be invaluabie
in the househotd. Many prople say “it is the
best of all of your ‘pﬂ-pumtlon-‘. Price 15

eents. at all drugyists or other d ﬂlu-. or b’-
sendlnf this amount 1o us in po=ta
send you a tube by mail ruo -ru
should be ncceptad Ly the publie unless the
same carries our lahel, s otherwise {1 is not

MFG. Co.,
17 State Street, NEw YORK CrrY.

TOLD BY THE VETERANS

The Making of an Army.
not bred to the sword;

the battle front
lilt of the drum?
the terrible *

pose and will—

‘T“iﬂ b lhey rise with a light in thelr
ru. but not ms men go to the

Meéen are not Iad hy = halter. like to &

reasoniess he

. the urﬂlg“

Only when home: n-d
in the thunder of

that their fathers have trod
'I'h-m
wWar rum

In the plpe of the fife
life—reads, and gallant, and strong.

i's =0

Let but the enemy’s cannon threaten the

nrrngth ur our walls:
Let but

ll ‘our halls

Then: willithe clamor of ‘bugles over the

n ‘be dinned:

natl
Then will the banpners of battle snap in

the hiss of the wind;
will the marts all grow bare;

wers Wanied are there.

Men are not born to tbe fighting.

SALZER'S maccnumr.
Bt on earth., Sell at §i.88 per 30
§ATE Tor 600 Iba. “Ml“lh.

ACRO
John A Salzer Seed Co "/ f9>%"
Seed Corn FREE 20T "or i vk Yiod

an enorfous crop, matures 10 95wy, Wa ‘wili send
. big packase FEEE, axpress i pd, to snruns sepding

AZa T« .&hcosgw Give uuv\;::axpru- oilice.

cee, Iowa.

Taking Care of the Water.
Frederic Vilifers, a well-known war
artist and correspondent, declares he
saw the following sign in a promiaent
hotel in an Aunstralian town where
water was scarce: “FPlease don’t use
soap when washing, as the water is

required for tea.™ i

Bagar Cane la Hawsil
The Oahu Sugar company recently

cut out the first crop of cane grown oa |
Hi"‘ﬂ.!

Ford Island, in Pearl harbor, |
This is part of the land wanted by the
United States government for the im-
provement of the fortification of the

—FREE__

KIONEY A BLADDER =

Ducases.klnunutml.ek.

:imn Kava-Ki
‘Gouty Disorders,

ubl.tc im1 v-ﬁou&,

4‘“—!-

News- |

it agaln and

theysmay be. but not men.
Only when and
1 us the long rally roll,

Thﬂll us with drummings of eonscience—

omes then the blazing of soul!

Come’ then the knowledge of duty; come

all the purposes high—

Then come the men,
the glen,
die!

Bine and Gray Fratarnlze.

The Blue and the Gray had a happy
recently.
The local camp of Confederate veter-
ans united with the Natlonal 3ilitary
park commission =and the board of
trade In tendering It to the visiting
Federal veterans from the northwest-
There were present a large
number af old Confederate soldiers, a
delegation from the United Daughters
of the Confederacy and many promi-
nent citizens. Capt. W. T. Rigby, chair-
Mili-
tary park commission, a Federal vet-
eran, gave an eloquent welcome to the
old soldlers of both armies, dwelling
on the bravery and heroism displayed
on Z,200 battleflelds by both Northern
and Southern soldlers, which the gov-
ernmect is rightly and nobly commem-
orating in the national military parks.
R. V. Booth of Vicksburg next
spoke in a similar straln, saying the
American soldier s eyerywhere revered
and honored, whether his uniform was
Putnam of Brod-
spoke also for the visiting
soldiers ana invited the Southern com-
Judge 0. B.
Ohle. spoke for
gave some
statistics comparing the sirze of armles
and casualties in European wars which
proved the valor of the
wmerican soldfer and the mighty strug-
Lieut.-Gen. Ste-

phen D. Lee, the famous ex-Confeder-

ate commander, gave a brief sketch of
I Grant’s army of the Tennessee, and

outlined his Vicksburg campalgn in a

masterly way. He €laimed emphatic-

ally that the fall of Vicksburg was the

heaviest blow dealt to the Confederacy

during the whole war, and praised the

action of the government in establish-

ing the Vicksburg National Milltary

pari. This gathering was one of the
8 ever held here
from the North-
-!ll have very high opinions of Vicks-

camp fire at Vicksburg, Miss.,

ern states.

man of the WVicksburg National

Col.

blue or gray.
head, Wis.,

H. C.

rades to visit Wiseonsin.
Christian of Marion,
his Buckeve comrades and

emphatically

gle of the civil war.

moest significant event

and the old soldie
! barg hospltality.
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PFrivate Whe Struck Gen. Sheridan.

privats, the following story is told:
“When our division

Ed‘nﬂeld just across
vifle As we

3en. Phil Bhéridan’ ¢
nill to our

had been cut off earfier in the season,
and fresly green, tender
grown up about the )stali!s

fAs soon as' oir guns were stacked
the men broke ranké  and

Hvi hport army rations

d.ln'ltll

;-xm

second Dhion. Jlek was one of
sturdiest and most athletic men In th
regiment and was not much given to

: | conventionalities. The confusion ubout

m-m-ummhm.mamm

wholly oblivicus of the approach of the

Men are not born to the fighting, men are
Only for God and the!lr counitry have men
Not ‘i: the cliunging n(—‘x?::ur, not in, the
But ll.’n the call of thelr (‘1':‘21!!'? do man
Then. dle the men of a natlon, men of a

sauble to add o

country speak
AMen walk, with facew lll\?mlned the paths
ln me shrili of the bullet: then.

=
eap the soldiers to

of the trallor scattar

For the summons haa pealed throush the
town and the feld, and the men that

Tell
agi
Men who go down to I.he killing—pawns

the country sound

from the hill and
to put on Lhelr armor and

. Apropos of a story going the rounds
of the prese as to a pugilistic combat
between g divislon commander and a

swung back
from the pursuit of Bragg in Novem-
ber, 1862, we marched toward Nash-
ville, and camped for a short time at
the Tennessee
ant into camp,
manding the
d_lvurlnn dismounted near a house on a
left, and designated the
‘house and vard as his headquarters.
. Between -this hous¥and our regiment,
. the” Fﬂ‘fy-aeeond Ohio. was a fleld giv-
en up %o cabbage. Many of the heads

sprouts had

Iiterally
swu’med over the cabbage field. They

Reminiscences of Battles and Campalgn.
: “Heard Around Campfires.

sallant squarely in the face. Sheridas
went down on his back, and Jack, ree-
ognizing the figure and the uniform
bolted in a panic for our own camp.

“Sneridan was wlld with rage. A
score of men ran to help him, helped
him up and brushed the dirt from his
hair and clothes. He pushed. them
radely aside =snd shouted: “Don"t
bother about my clothes—catch the
skunk that knocked me down: catch
him, I say, and he ran forward him-
self in the direction taken by Jeffera
Many of the boys ran with” him, but
curiously enough, not one could re-
member the fellow’s name or to what
regiment he belonged. 1 stood within
five feet of the scrappers, and whesn
the general ordered me to catch the
man who struck him, I obediently ran
away as fast as my legs could carry
me. X

“There was a tremendous uproar In
the brigade. Sheridan was determined
to find the man, and our regimental
and company officers made diligent in-
quiry of every man who had been in
the cabbage fleld. We all knew who
struck Phil Sheridan, but nobody told
and [ think Sherldan never knew un-
til long afterward, and then he regard-
ed the matter as a joke. Jeffers served
through the war, and in the fight at
Peach Tree Creek was one of the first
men across the stream.”

Pald Reglment With Advertisoments

‘Yhere is an old confederate soldier
fn Louisville who tells an amusing
story of an adventure he had during
the civil war. He says:

“One day during the slege of Vicks-
burg, when everybody was out of
money, and business was at a stand-
still, I was walking along the sireeta
of the city with my colonel, when a
shell from one of Grant's gunboats
struck a house across the street from
us. In this house was a drug store
The shell exploded and set fire to the
house. The colonel and I and some
other soldiers helped extinguish the
flames. In looklng around among
the ruins we found a box of old mus-
tang linlment advertisements made In
the shape of dollar bills.

“As soon as | saw them an idea
struck me which 1 communicated ta
the colonel. Then | aszked the drug-
gint if he wanted the advertisements
and, recelving a negative reply, 1 took
up the box and carried it to headquar-
ters.

“There was enough of that
money in the box to pay o/ e g
ment, and nearly enough » pay ob
the brigade. The next mommiog Lie
colonel mustered the soldiers and
every man was given a part of &L
pay in advertisements. Buillow: imne
distely resumed, and the pic cad tos
bacco atands opened up once mars
The mustang linlment bills passad
current and were as readily chapged o
confederate biils."”

fodke

THeadatons far ¥oldiers’ Graves.

The United States government has
had finished a large number of head-
stones for the graves of soldlers and
sailors who fought in the civil war,
and they are being distributed as rap-
idly as possible to the applicants at
present.

Recently a consignment reached
Boston from West Rutland, Ve, for
relatives of deceased goldlers and sail-
ors living hereabouts. The headstones
are about three feet in hight, and
when set at the head of the grave will
project at least one and a half feel
sbove the ground.

They are made of white marble, and
are ten inches across the face and five
inches thick. On the face is cut a
ghield and the name, rank and depart-
ment of eervice the deceased served
in lg cut in clear letters. It s a very
neat appearing stone.

These stones are forwarded free of
charge to the relatives of any soldier
or sailor, and all that 1s necessary is
an application to the war department
at Washington, giving the name of the
person whose grave the stone is to
mark, with his rating and date of
service,

Tralning of the National Guard.

The Army and Navy Jourmal, in s
article on **National Guard Delusions,’
very truly says: “In the introductior
of the various bills in Congress from
time to time for the reorganization o
the national guard, the fact is lmm
ably lost sight of that the time of the
majority of citizen soldiers s very Iim-
ited, and any scheme advocaZting 2
month’'s training for omueru md men
is wholly impracticable.” y
In this line the Jourmal thinks 3
week the limit for militia tr_llninq‘
While quite understanding thst a
month ls completely out of-tha ques-
tion, it is clearly within the line ol
poasibllities o secure at least ;14 dayy
of service. .

Many Members of Ik A R
Connecticut members of the D
ters of ths Americin Revol
claim for thelir state the distinction
having more “real daughters™ '
any other commonwealth in
nine “real deiighters” on the Conmecti: -
cut membership rolls, and each'éne hay
been presented with =a gold speoh’
Massachusetis comes next with eightys

.. A=

revolutionary war. T
m!h of Sons of Vetersns ﬂ

General gains In  membership .

reported throughout the order’ g -

Sons of Veterans. The Wikconsi- ﬁ

vision (s noticeable for the .;t. [‘ :

new camps. The Connecticut d

will hold Ita annual m

six women whose fathers fought in thes



